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In the gospel of Mark, we see a lot of healing.  Mark wanted to 

emphasize that Jesus is a true healer.  That's good.  We could use a lot of 

healing in the world right now.  Now, this poor man, a leper, because of 

the law of Leviticus, was forced to live outside of any town or village and 

announce to everyone that he was "unclean".  He had to wear rags and 

cover his face with what was essentially a mask.  He had to be extremely 

“socially distant”.  He was essentially “quarantined”.  He could not attend 

functions.  He couldn’t even worship with his friends, family and 

neighbors.  Those of you watching via video streaming... sound familiar?   

This man wanted to be healed.  Who wouldn't?  He heard about 

Jesus.  And he chose to believe that Jesus might just be the real deal.  This 

man had faith.  So much so, that he was willing to break the social 

boundary that had been placed before him and beg to be healed.  He didn't 

demand it out of a sense of justice or entitlement.  He humbly knelt down 

and expressed his faith saying that if Jesus willed it, He could heal him.  

Thy will be done.  And it was… and he was healed.   
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  Who wouldn't want that for everyone, right?  Those with leprosy, 

with cancer, with Covid, with Alzheimer’s, chronic diseases, diabetes, CP, 

MD, CPD, you name it.  But is that the main reason why Jesus came?  To 

heal the sick?  Is that what we as followers are called to do?   

Physical healing is not primarily what we are called to do.  Please 

don't misunderstand me.  I'm not saying we should not try to heal.  We 

most certainly should.  It is a fruit of our love, worship, and obedience to 

God to love one another.  Healing is a good work, one we would all like to 

receive right now.  So is helping the poor, the marginalized, the lonely, the 

dying, those in despair or imprisoned; as is taking care of our planet, being 

good stewards of the gifts of the earth so those that those follow us can 

also experience them. They are all good works.   But none of these is the 

main call of the Christian.  If we eliminate poverty, disease, and injustice, 

if we turn the earth into a healthy paradise, but have not shared our 

experience of Jesus Christ, we have failed in our mission.  Because the 

others are all temporary.  Life with Christ is eternal. 
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Jesus doesn't want anyone to be sick.  He doesn't want anyone 

“quarantined.”  He wants everyone to be free to experience the love of 

God together as a family.  But when we sin, we jeopardize our own health.  

We distance ourselves from the love of God.  And when we realize it, we 

feel… "unclean".  We stay away from God and the sacraments.  We 

quarantine ourselves because of the real or perceived attitude of others. 

Unfortunately, you and I can't heal ourselves or anyone else from sin.  

But Jesus can.  If you are attending Mass when you technically don’t have 

to, on a day when it’s 10/20 below outside chill, then you must long to 

experience the healing of Jesus and you want others to as well.  You 

know, my own mother thought she had to stay away from the Church for 

more than 15 years after she divorced my father in the 1960s.  She felt 

“unclean” and ostracized until a good priest invited her to come back. 

I’m sure you’ve wondered, why doesn't Jesus just cure everyone?  He 

didn't then and He doesn't now.  Nobody knows, for sure, but when he 

does heal, there is almost always a revelation of faith.  Sometimes it's the 



6th Sunday of Ordinary Time – Cycle B                                                                                  Deacon Joe Weigel 

 

4                                                                            February 15, 2021 

 

faith of the person healed, sometimes the faith of another who pleads, 

prays, or intercedes for them.  What we wouldn't do to have someone we 

know and love healed of their affliction.  And so, we pray, we plead, and 

we intercede.  We comfort and we shamelessly share our faith in Jesus 

Christ.    

Now, can we really blame the man for not keeping his experience a 

secret, telling everyone about his healing and his encounter with Jesus?  

Sharing an experience of Christ is the best evangelization there is.  If 

Christ heals us, from physical malady, from addiction, or from the heavy 

burden of our sins and the guilt and shame that comes with it, then we 

must respond.  We must share that experience with others.  We can talk 

about it, we can write about it, we can text, we can blog, and we can 

always do good works in His name, like bringing someone, like my 

mother, back home. 


