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Merry Christmas everyone.  I hope you had a Holy and Blessed day 

yesterday and the blessings continue throughout the season.  I think most of us 

look forward to Christmas not only for the spiritual impact of remembering & 

celebrating the injection of Jesus Christ into humanity, but also for what we 

hope will be a memorable day with family and friends.  What sticks in your 

mind about a particularly memorable Christmas?  Maybe it’s the first 

Christmas for a new baby, yours or perhaps a niece/nephew, or a grandchild or 

when we are together with relatives that we have been apart from for so long.  

Sometimes what sets one off from another is just something silly.  I remember 

back in the late 1960s when my older brother had purchased an 8mm movie 

camera.  Anyone remember those?  He was filming the big meal as we were 

about to eat, my sister Julie was looking up smiling at the camera as she 

reached for something on the table and knocked over the entire, filled to the 

brim, boat of gravy.  All the gravy went rushing across the virgin white 

tablecloth.  And, of course, we had a ball watching that film forward and 

backward over and over again.  She never lived it down.  Glad it was she and 

not I.   
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As humans, we long for the familiar events in our life which draw us 

together… and yet it is the differences that set them apart.  God often uses 

those differences to wake us up or maybe shake us up to recognize just how 

precious and (yes) finite our life on this earth can be.  I say “shake us up” 

because sometimes it’s a sad or even tragic moment that gets our attention.   

The holy family experienced one of those moments in today’s gospel 

passage, didn’t they?  They took part in their yearly pilgrimage to Jerusalem 

for Passover, and it probably started out as expected.  But that year, when 

Jesus was twelve, it ended up a little different.  They unknowingly left Jesus 

behind; their child, you know, the God of the Universe.  We can understand 

their panic.  Those three days searching for Him in Jerusalem must have been 

excruciating.  And when they found Him, there was joy… yet confusion.  

Young Jesus didn’t seem the least bit anxious about the agony He put them 

through.  That had to be a challenging parenting moment, to say the least.  And 

so that particular Passover was never forgotten, found its way into the gospels 

and even into the mysteries of the rosary.  Though as a parent who may have 
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temporarily experienced the panic of losing a child (or two) for a little while, 

I’ve always wondered if it really belongs in the joyful mysteries. 

In the midst of the ordinary occasions in our lives, God enters in.  The 

ordinary becomes… extraordinary.  And when we look back, we see it.  

Maybe it wasn’t Christmas or even a holiday, but there was some moment 

where I suspect it happened or will happen to each of us.  

We are a holy family.  We come to Mass every week and encounter Jesus 

through the liturgy, which by its very nature is repetitive.  We have readings, 

songs, Eucharistic prayers, the Our Father, kiss of peace, etc.  But it’s also 

different at every Mass, the readings, the homily, those little prayers that are 

unique for the day sprinkled here and there, or a song that fits perfectly with 

the theme of the day and lingers with you for hours or days afterword.  That’s 

one way God “gets you”.   

I’ve been coming to Holy Spirit church since it started.  And I remember 

many a day when I heard someone remark that there was something in the 

readings, the music, the baptism rite, or maybe a word in Father’s homily that 

set it apart and made a profound difference in their life.  Ever happen to you?  
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What will it take?  A couple of months ago we had a cardiac arrest right during 

Mass.  Is that what it takes to wake us up?   I hope not. 

On this feast of the Holy Family, let us take special notice of St. Joseph in 

today’s gospel; after all we did just finish celebrating a year in his honor.  He 

always protected Jesus and Mary, even seeking refuge in Egypt until it was 

safe to come home.  He loved and raised the child Jesus and, we can infer from 

the gospel, he had to… let us say, “encourage” the adolescent Jesus to be 

obedient.  Which meant leaving His “Father’s house” and returning back to 

His ordinary home where Joseph, His “human" father, could continue his 

tutelage and help Jesus prepare for the day when He was ready to go out and 

literally change the world.  Both Jesus and Joseph accomplished their mission, 

and we are proof of it.     

This Christmas, let us find joy and peace knowing we are part of the 

Holy Family of God and that Christ is really in our midst.  Let us 

strive to live our “ordinary” lives well and let God enter in and it 

make them… “extraordinary”.   


